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P Afﬀairs of Scor}and may be thought 
.' tedious to you, by fome People, 
who, I know, are always ſurfeited' with 
long Stories. | IE .+ 7 
But I coutd not diſpenſe with giving yort 
one Paper more, by reading of which-you 
will fee four Things relating to Scorfant. 


Firſt, You will fee the Need there is, 
and the Uſefulneſs of the late ere&- 
ed by her M:jsRy in that Conntry, and, 


which 1 ſhall in iss Time rake Occafion o' fay 
or 


mort to you about, ca'Y'd, The Sortery fe 
pagating of Chriftian X,nowledge—— In order 
to plant the wild 3nd Northern Parts of 
$:0rland with Schools atid'Miniiters, where 
'tis very fad to obſerve for many great 


Erhaps the continuing ſo long-upot 


TraQs-of Land, no ſuch Thing as Religion 
* of any Kiod whatſoever has ever yet been 
heard of, no more than- was found in the 
Norther# Continent of Americs, indeed not 


' + SeebnidÞy, You will ſee, how little Need 
the Breaches between Epiſcopal and Presby- 
rerjan Church of of Kirk of Scor- 
land; have to be putſy'd with ſuch Violence, 
while ny pollefies ; - whole Trafts of 
Land in the' North, entirely overſpread with 


- the Roman Catholick Religion, and-Popiſh 
pr0-- Tiitefefttallo; | | 


Thirdly, You may (ce, how the Epiſcopal 
Church for 28 Years, that they = od 
the Dominion of Rcclefiaſtick affairs in 
Seotland, - concern'd- themſelyes - for the 
planting 


| [ 442 |] 


Planting Chriftian Knowledze, and the 
Proteſtant Religion in Scotland—Since what 
little Knowledge of Religion is ſpread in 
thoſe Parts, is owing Wholly to th= Romiſh 
Clergy,and not to the Epiſcopal Proteſtants. 
Of all which 1 ſhall ſpeak more at large bere- 
after. ; 
tk You may obſerve, how that 
while the eftabliſh'd Church is Pres byrerian, 
and while the Epiſcopal People cry ont of 
Perſecution The Epiſcopal Heretors, 
Gentry, and Commenalty, in every Place 
where they can, abuſe the Minifters, keep 
back the Teinds, or Tithes, pay thoſe that 
are paid carruptly and arbiitrarily 

Oppreſs the Faies prevent the plaating 


of Minifters.jn the d;fficulteſt and darkeſ / 


Parts, and aSmuch as lies Ih 
rage and diſcountenance, not the planting 
the Presbyteri7an Church only, but really 
the ſpreading and planting Chriſtian Know- 
ledge in generai in the Country, 


For the Particulars whereof, I referr the 
| Readen to the following Paper. 


A Repreſentatin given in to the General 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, by 
Mr. Martin Mecpyerion, Commiſſioner 
from the Presbytery of Skye, 


Humbiy Sheweth, 

I. Hat the Preshytery of Slye being 
hemm'd in upon-the one Side by a 

great Body of Papifts, without ſo much as a 
Mixture of Proteſtants living among them, 
have within their own Bounds at leaft two 
Thouſand Papiits inhabiting whole and en- 
tire Countries; Viz. Knodort, Egg, Moror, 
C1n4, South Vifte, and Barra, the moſt Parts 
of the Ifle of Mti:k and Roum, and whoare 
:nimated by Popiſh Heretors and Romiſh 
Priefts, to continue in their Superftition 
and 1dolatry, befides'a Mixture of Papiſts 
in all the Pariſhes within their Bounds, 
except Oue. MP 18 
' 2. Fhat the Presbytery of Skye confiſting 
bur of {ix Presbyterian Miviſters z-there-are 
refiding and efficiating within their Bounds 
ſ-yen Popith Prieſts at leaft, viz. Mr. Mate 
:lenan, and Mr. Dalgleiſh in Kn0dort, Broyr, 
Neil, .+» » in Moror, Callum, Macplice ja 


them diſcou- 


Fgg, and the adjacent Continent, Mr. Gor- 
done in South Viſte, and an other in the 
Land of Benbeculas Houſe, and the Seventh 
in Barrg. | 

3. That in the whole Bounds of the Pref. 
bytery of Skye, conſifting of 11 Paroches, or 
rather Provinces, capable even as to the 
Number of Souls, of bejag ereQed into 
Paroches, and as to the: Extent of Bounds 
capable to be erected into 24, and few 
enough z there are no publick ſtanding 
Schools but one ia the Iſle of. Skye, lately 
erefted by -the deceas'd Laird of Macleod, 
with a Salaryof $0}. Scots, and an other at 
Stornwoway in Leu with a Salary of 80 1. Scors, 


| ſo that inevitable Tgnorance muff abouod 
to-the Ruin of Sbuls, and great-Detrimenc 


of the Country. * -& Þ 

4. That there being but two Paroches in 
the great and ſpacious Ifle of Zeus, there 
is a Corner thereof call'd Utg, capable of- 
being ertRed into a Paroch, both as to the 
Number of Soul: and Extent of Bounds, a 


good Part .of which Corner is 16 Miles 


diftance from the neareſt Place .of ofip, 
which Coryer is ſo ill ſeated, that itiis diſ- 
own'd to pertain to any Paroch whatſom- 
ever; the only Neighbouring Minifter 
Mr. Allan Monſone, declaring, that it is no 
Part of his Paroch; 'ycag-a Re Brother of 
our Presbytery, who had Occaſion to go 
to that Country, judicially narrating be- 
fore the Presbytery with a great Deal of 
Seriouſneſs, that the foreſaid Neighbouring 
Miniſter gave it to him under his Hand, 
that he diſown'd that Corner to belong to 
his Charge 3 ſo that here is a Place within 
the Boſom of a Chriſtian Conſtitute Church 
abſolutely without the Goſpel, yea in which 
the Goſpel was never yet planted ; the 
Conſequence is alſo obvious as ſad. 

$- There are Fonds in the forcſaid 112 of 
Leuss for ereQing the foreſaid Corner in a 
Paroch, yea, and for more pious Uſes too. 
But the. Family of Seaforth, who have no 
Title to the Tithes of that Country, either 
Parſonage or-Vicaridge, by their Influence 
upon the former Minifters, engag'd them 
to alſign their Tithes to the ſaid Family, 


for a certain Sum of Money to be pay'd to 


them yearly ia lieu of their Stipends ; ſo 
that the. Earl of Seaforth ſets the Varian 
Q 


— 


of that Country yearly at 2000 Marks Scots, 
which is more than is now pay'd to the two 
Minifters of Lewis for their Stipends;-and 
the School: Maſter of $:0-2oway for hi3 Sa- 
lary, and have alſo in the mean time en- 
corporated the Parſonage to the Land-Rent, 
which at a modeſt Calculation may be rated 
at 2000 Marks more; ſo that it appeers, 
that there is two Thouſand Marks of Con- 
cealment, which if recover*d, world -rtend 
much to the Defign of propagating of Chri- 
ftian Knowledge, 

6, That they bave no modify'd Stipends 
according to Law in that Place, there ha- 
viog never been Decreets of Locality, paſs'd 
in Relation to-theſe Bounds, except the 
Paroch of Gleselg, which lies on the Conti» 
nent; {> that when Lands fall wafte, which 
is too frequent there, the Miniſters are de- 
frauded proportionally of a Part of their 
Stipends, (© their great Detrriment, and 


. in fuch -Paroche; as, Ipſa Gerpora,g jw: 
ſhould father a 4 Fader zpgof Yorſ 
Minifters are nightly -injur'd-jo chB.Qonm 


tity: of the Spccies grjndtble,- by detain} 

from theniperhaps the Half that is Jueiro 
themby Law; tor- they ger mot The" Sheaf, 
but are fain to compound; and tho'aTenants 
Crop. might really be. vallu'd to 100 Boles, 
ſo that the Tithes thereof ſhould be 10 Boles, 
the Minifter is thought to be diſcreetly and 
honefily dealt, with if he gets 5 Boles, aod 
that very ill pay'd ; and tho' a Tenant 
ſhould have 100 Milk-Cows, the Predudt 
of which for 15 Days pertain to. the Miai- 
ſter,' according to the true Rules of ,1p/a 
Corpora, bell give no more but the Prada 
of. 20, or perhaps . leſs, and this, Humecur 
mu} be yielded to for Peace Sake ;, and as 
the Minifters are wrong'd in the Quantity, 
ſo they are wrong'd alſo in the Quality of 
the Species, they receive, which are for 
the moſt Part ſo naughty aod unſufficienc, 
that they arenot for the Mercat, yea ſcarce- 
ly for any Uſe; and conſequently Miniſters 
Stipends are ſo ineffe&tual, that there is no 
Minifter within the Presbytery, except one, 
who "has the 'modify'd Stipend, that may 
ſafely venture his Credjt -for 100 Marks 
upon his Stipend, whereby Minifters are 
kept conſtantly in ſuch puzzling Straits, 
that they caonot keep Presbyteries, Synods, 
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or Aﬀemblies, and there is no Hope of re- 
dreſſing this Grievance withouta Valbation 
of Teinds amongft us, yea, andthat ſuch a 
Valuation' as might conflitute the Here- 
tors, the ovly Pay-mafters of Tithes. This 
was defirable, not only for the comfortable 
Settlement af the Minifters, but iſo for 
the Succeſs of the Goſpel. 

7. That the Paroch of Sixyort is .com* 
ſhort of the legal Stipend,/ it beirig but 606 
Marks, the reft being partly exaQed by 
the Laird of Macleod for his own Uſe, 
there being a conſiderable Part of the P:- 
roch belonging to Macteod, out of which 
beexadts the Proportion of Tithes payable 


'by them to the Miniſter of Sizore, and 


partly” detain'd by Sir Donald Macdonald, 
there being Lands to the Vallue of 110 
Marks by Yeay, belonging to the ſaid Sir 
Donald within that Paroch, of which the 
Mioifter gets no Teinds, tho? the - Propti- 
etor of that Land has no Pretence of Right, 
enber.in Writing, or otherways,. to that 
Immonity.-'. - i | 

'. 6. That the Caſe of the Paroch of &arrs 
being a Vacancy, is alfo very clamant, be- 
iog atfuch a great Diftance, that it can» 
not ET by Neighbouring Minifters, 
nor a Pro genes getting ic planted-in haſte, 
becauſe :of the following Diſcouragements. 
1. The Incompetence of the Stipend being 
but fix hundred 'Marks Scots, nominate, 
and;not ſo: much effeAual. 2. The Dilſ- 
contiguity .of the Bounds, by Reaſon' of 
which the' Minifter muft preach in ſeyen 


different Places, and paſs the Sea to them 


all. 3. The Danger to which the Mini- 
fier is. expos'd- betwixt the Iſlands by 
Shelves and rough Seas. 4. The great 
Expence the Miniſter muft be at in exer- 
cifing bis Miniſterial Work, for he muſt 
keepa ſufficient Boat, and four abte Hands 
at leaſt, for tranſporting him from Iland. 
to.1fland. | 0 
All which i bumbly repreſented, &c. 


Sign'd. : 
' Oarim Macpherſon, 


